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JUDGES XVIII. 7. ‘ 
Then the five men departed and came to Laifh, and faw 
. the people that were therets how they dwelt carelefs, 
after the manner of the Zidonians, quiet and fecure s 
- and there was nO magifirate in the land, that might } 
5 no any thing and they were far 


* put them to frame 1 : J 
__ from the Zidonians, and had no bufine/s with any main. 


é f ¢ 


aioe \ a Scripture is written for our in- 
firtion. Te ig jatended NOt only to Feveal to us the 

arpofes of God’s mercy and the requifitions of his 
will, but to. farnifh our minds with the wifdom which 
js profitable to direét us 12 pceanae Giuations to 
which by Providence we 4f : 3 gibe hiftory of 
the Bible contains a lively aba rf uman life and 
manners. It paints the various feelings which agitate 
she heart of man at different periods. It deferibes the 


manner in which individ) 


als and bodies of men have 
: conduted 


a 


conduéted in different circumftances. Tt oin 

the motives of their conduét, and the c ee fS\out 
which refulted from it. And thus th on ae 
furnifhes us with maxims of wifdom. e word of Gop 
perience, without our payin 4 
they are fometimes purchafed. 
find that mankind have been 
ages ; that the fame paffions A : 
ated them all; and that the 
rally refulted from the fame ¢ 


Modern philofophets are 
they have made great improy, 
of mankind, and in the varj, 


: . d < 
be done; and there is no eda is that which fh 


in this hiftory we fhall find the f 

ples laid down which are y as fame general pri 
fis of free and happy fates, ‘ee 

prefcribed to preferve and iia ras fame method, 
are formed. It is difficult to ale them when the 
to which there cannot be fous nd any fituation Now 
facred volume. 

THE maxim, “that it js Neceffary j 
pare for war,” 1s now adopteq ary in peace to pre. 
ernment. Founded in reafon Y every human Soy- 
maxim will be queftioned 5 and good fenfe, this 
doubt the lawfulnefs of way if © one who does not 
decides pofitively upon its fie: Cafes. Experience 
mankind proves their cony; func the cond of 

Of its expediency. 


And 
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And a ftriking example of the truth of this maxim 1S, 


given us by the words of the text.. The men of La- 
ifh were carelefs and fecure ; they had no order nor 
government ; they confidered themfelves as at a dif- 
tance from any enemy, and in no danger of an inva- 
fion ; and thefe very caufes operated to incite the 
Danites to invade them, and rendered their conqueft 
eafy and certain. 


« Laisu,” fay commentators,* “ afterwards called 
Cefarea Philippi, was placed in a very pleafant fua- 
tion between the rivers Jor and Dan, almoft at the foot 
of mount Libanus. This town was the extreme bor- 
der of Judea to the north, as Beerfheba was to the 
fouth. The inhabitants dwelt after the manner of 


‘the Zidonians. The city of Zidon was nearly fur- . 


rounded by the fea; it was ftronely fortified, and thus 
its citizens felt perfeCtly fecure. “The Zidonians were 
a very powerful people, and had little to dread from 
any of the nations around them. ‘This occafioned 
them to feel perfectly at eafe ; and the men of Laifh, 
who were probably a colony from Zidon, catched the 
anners of the parent ftate, and without the fame rea- 
fon felt the fame fecurity. They were diftant a day’s 
«ourney from Zidon, which _was fufficient to prevent 
them from receiving thence immediate affiftance and 
fapports in an attack fuddenly commenced and fin- 
eqed. When the hiftory fays that they had no bufi- 
efs with any man, it probably means that they did 
ot carry on trade and commerce with any people, and 
Te entirely by themfelves ; or elle, that they had fo 
ttle care of their fafety, and fo high an opinion of 
uit own abilities, as to form no league or alliance 
“1, any other people.” 
with y - THE 
#* Pool’s Synopfis. 
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"ple that could be eafily conquered. Tuaifh 


Lue hiftory to which the text relates js briefly this 
"Phe tribe of Dan had not conquered the whole por. 
tion of land affigned to them in Canaan; and being 
firaitened for room, they determined, by a vigorous 
exertion, to procure to themfelves the accommodation 
which they needed. They aéted prudently and wifel 
in the profecution of this defign ; for, they did not “if 
once commence an emigration without having an 
eertain object before them, but detached a {mall part 
to find out a place adapted to their views, and a Bete 


E : Prefenteg 
itfelf to them as calculated to anfwer both thefe itr 


pofes. The motives which induced the ch: j 
Wan to attack the place, and the reafons eet OF 
the conqueft fo cafy, are briefly Tecounted in -Made 
‘port of the {pies :—“ Arife, that ye may sae the Te.’ 
them ; for we have feen the Jand, ang Behold POsaingn 
good = And are ye ftill? Be not flothful to = is Very 
enter to potfefs the Jand. When Ye go, ye than a 
unto a people fecuré, and toa large land 3 forGo Come 
given it into your hands—a place where ther ? hath 
want of any thing that is in the earth.” The © 18 ng 
of the foil, and the pleafantnefS of the fituatio ergy: 
mated their wifhes to poflifs the land. The Deane 
fecurity in which the people dwelt, and 
preparednefs to defend themfelves, calmed the; Un- 
of any formidable refiftance. They came, 44 © fears 
they conquered. And the people of Laith % sae . 
ancholy proof of the danger of fecurity, a > ame 
demonftration of the neceffity of Preparing 
violence and invafion, even in a time of the B 
found peace, and at the greateft diftance from 
enemy. ‘ any 


their tote et 


Frans) 


Tuts leffon, fo ftrikingly delineated in the hiftory 
before us, is the leffon of the day. We are now mét 
in the houfle of Gop to affift the devotions of an“an/ 
cient’ and refpe&table military’ Corps, founded by our 
anceftors, to guard againft the very error which proved 
fatal to the exiftence and independence of Laifh. This 
Corps was intended as a nurfery for the officers who 
fhould command the militia of the colony, and who 
might thus train them up to “ fight for their brethren, 
their fons and their daughters, their wives and their 
houfes.” Deeply as thefe good men were imprefled 
with the peaceful religion of Jesus Curist, they ftill 
believed the lawfulnefs and neceffity of defending the 
liberty and property which Gop had given them. 
Brave and hardy, like the wildernefs which they. fub- 
dued, they could not endure the idea of yielding their 
independence even to the boldeft invader ; and there- 


fore by vigilance and exertion, by order‘and difcipline, 


they guarded againft ‘the dangers’ or prepared them- 
felves:to repel it. They founded therefore this Com- 
pany,'in which the principal mén among them cheer- 
fully enrolled themfelves, and where the man who had. 
commanded armies did not feel his honor injured, ‘or 


his dignity impaired, by being commanded in his turn, _ 


THE ‘océafion therefore, and the fentiment, of the 
text, lead me, : ; isis 3 
Iw the sfirft place, to remark upon the folly which 
a people difcover, and the danger to which they ex- 
ofe themfelves, when they. live ina ftate of fecurity;: 
unprepared to refift an‘inyafion, or-defend themfelves 
aoain{t the attacks of an enemy. if f 
(=) > Ms . 
Bur how ate we to defend ourfelves when our coun- 


try is invaded, and we are threatened with the lofs of 
RB every 


\ 
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every thing we hold dear, by the violence and fury of 
an enemy? By declaring, with the honeft Quaker; 
that we will not. refift any force which may.come 
againft us, becaufe our holy religion forbids us to 
fight ? By long and learned and critical orations up~ 
on the injuftice and cruelty of invafion, and its incon- 
fiftency with the rights of man? Shall we-fend the 
minifters of religion to meet an army of invaders, and 
to tell them that they are not doing-as they would be 
done by ; that they a& inconfiftently with the religion 
of Curist, and that Gop will punifh them for their 
injuftice ? Or, fhall we {pread out out fupplicating 
pages to eis _and beg them not to fhed brethren’s 
blood, nor deprive us of the jj operty an 
independence which Gop ue eeerce: = 
which we defire to tranfmit to our children 2. ° 

* Were all mankind a@uated the peaceful rey 

ion of Jesus Curisr (as they will be zt fome fare 2 
period) then thefe ‘methods would be effectual. Gay 
under the prefent circumftances of human nature i i. 
would be the fubjeé Only of derifion. So. ae =? 
the human heart depraved, fo ftrongly do feroeie — 
paflions operate-upon mankind, as that the {till Tie 
voice of reafon and religion cannot ‘be heard. The 
Toud calls of ambition and avarice drown their feeb]a 
whifpers, and 2 torrent of violence and OPPreffion 
fweep away their warmeft advocates, 


In thefe circumftances, oy only method is to reg. 
force with force,. to reprefs the violence which we do 
not provoke; and to let men kyow that we Will defend 
with our lives the liberty and: the happine® which 
Gop has given us. 

Bur it is ftrange, fome wif} oblerve, that doctrines 


I 
i jnifter of 
of thus nathte, ould’ be Preached by ? i aes 


It 
peace) who profeflés a réligion which breathes the 
Gwarmeft benevolence, and teaches mankind to live and 
love as brethren! Our matter, will they fay, « came 
not to deftroy men’s lives, but to fave them’;? he 
ftriGtly prohibits every degree of wrath and envy, ahd 
enjoins us to follow peace with all men.? 7 


Tus Jawfulnefs of defenfive war thas been fo- often 
proved from this place, upon thefe Occafions, as that 
many obfervations upon the fubject will be needlefs. 
We muft take mankind as they’are, becanfe they will 
not be what they ought. We know that there are 
men, and many men, who are totally deftitute of 
moral principle, and care not whom they wound or 
deftroy, if they can enrich and aggrandize themfelyes. 
We know that there are nations who with to affume 
univerfal authority, and fubjugate their neighbours to 
their will. Can any man, in the exercife.of common 
fenfe and reafon, fuppofe that the Gofpel prohibits us 
to refift fuch violence? Am I obliged to deliver my 
purfe to an highwayman, or my life to a murderer, 
when 1 am able to defend myfelf? Does the religion 


gheP 47° for to a in this manner will be to pre- 
diced i throats t0 the butcher, and to court our own 
fent oUF : ; 


WARS 


12 ss 


| Wars undertaken to.gratify the lift of power, dif- 
ferences excited by thofe “ lufts from whence come 
vats and fightings among men,” 
trary to the law. of Gop. Every good man mourns 
over thofe fatal contentions where kindred blood is 
fhed ; and where brethren of the fame family, children 
of the fame father “ bite and devour one another.” 
But, where a.people contend not for glory or conqueft 5 
where they take every method to ayoid an alternative 
{0 difagreeable ;, yet where they cannot preferve their 
lives; their liberties, their eftates and. their religion, 
without “refitting unto blood,” they are to do {o. Ie 
they do it not, they offend againft Gon, ana, volun-. 
tarily facrifice the birthright which he has given them. 
Gop of old commanded his people to refiit fuch at. 
tempts, and to make war upon thofe who attacked 
them ; and would he have done this had war been 
Jawful in all cafes, and diredtly contrary to the neva 
and reafon of things ? Lam aware that he rome 
many things under former difpentations pass 
the hardnets of men’s hearts,” becay( the 
man nature would not permit them to be different . 
but then he never exprefsly exjoiyed. men to do:whiar 
was morally wrong ?’ War he has-enjoined 5 and Me. 
toz was curfed: by divine command, becaufe. they 
“came not to the helpsof the,Lorp, to: the help of 
the Lorn againft the mighty.’ 


» 


flate of hu. 


Ir it is lawful thus to defend ourfelves, and if we 
have reafon to expect the divine protection’ and fup- 
port only in the ufe of proper means, then it is cer- 
tainly wrong to neglect thefe means, and to live in a 
flate of fupinenefs and fecurity ; becaufe difcipline and 
military knowledge are abfolutely neceflary to fuccefs- 
ful war; and fuch difcipline cannot be attained at 


are decidedly con-" 


“becaufe of : 


3S 

once. All knowledge is progrefiive, and military {kill 
$s to be acquired in the fame way; by the fame exer- 
‘¢jons and perfeverance which make us eminent in any 
other fcience. Truc it is, that native bravery and ar- 
ent enthnfiafm will do much to animate men to he- 

oic deeds in defence of their country 3 but with how 
q uch greater advantage do thefe Principles operate, 
a en they are tempered with difcretion, ang guided 
w. oaperience | The firft is the Courage of q maftiff, 
Py 6 fhuts his eyes, and runs into the very jaws of de_ 

f but who. fometimes bears all before him; 
| efecond is the fortitude of a man, who knows the 
the re of his object, and the means by. which it may 
BED tec ocalith ed. A nation free and brave cannot be 

Gs ae d; but its defence muft coft more dearly, 
cone ts diftrefles mutt be greatly Protracted, if its fub- 
and. 


wl f 
firuction, 


Pa Lars not acquainted with the art of war. Abfard 
« yee 


J’ d foolifh then it is, for any people to live in fecurity, 
al flatter themfelves that their tranquillity thall not be 
£0 errapteds and to remain ignorant of militaty ‘difci- 
int ¢! They ac unwilely when they do not learn the 
pee. defending themfelves, until that defence is im- 
qe ely neceflary;s and when they tratt to their ene= 
meee beating them into flall,'and inftru@ing them to 


é. 
ha ers and thorns.” 


{x is certainly unwife, again, for a people to live in 
jrity, without preparing againft invafion until that 
fecu 


« jvafion takes place, becaufe exertions for defence fud-. 
1p 


ly made will. not be fo effeCual, ‘nor anfwer ‘the 
ofe with ‘thofe which+are made coolly and 
vech time: If fortrefles are fuddenly erected, they will 
with ftrength and firmnels. If an army is raifed, 
vidithey are called to fight before they have heen in- 
and: 


den 
3 fa me pu rp 


Oy roldiers, as the ‘men of Succoth were taught with . 


au. once, Joa 
2s 
‘ 
+= x : 
~ ‘ Yee iat . wt tA 
gil 9 - Berwin = >) ee 
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ftruétéd in the firft rudiments of war, they wi 
bly be defeated. Hafte is no friend: to copies 
orto effectual defence. The fpur of the CHER Be 
may animate to vigorous’ exertions for a fhort inlay 
and defpair may lead a rude-and undifciplined multi. 
tude to do wonderful things ; but their violence wilt 
foon put them out of breath, and a cool and wary if 
emy ‘will be able gradually to defeat» and difperte 
them. “In thefe cafés, as in all others, {kill and eats 
edge will make hard “things eafy, and will fave mae 
labour‘and pains. By a wife and judicious mode of 
defence; not haftily'adopted, but carefully adjutted j 
all its'various parts, much damage may be preventéd. 
and many valuable lives may befaved. What wit. 
people then will neglees “even in the Bolom of = 
quillity, to guard againft every furprife, and re 
themfelves to refit the firft bold: intruder tile ee 
attack them! — Op eatin ee 


tran- 


No people can have any ground for fecurity .,. 
they are deftitute of the means of defence. Thonile 
open to every danger, and are liable to be eeu lie 
abufed and conquered, by iany «nation which = 
think them worthy of their attention. Such q fe 
ought to excite alarm, and no people fhould be ¢, s 
while they are expofed to danger fo imminent; Boe 
their liftleffne(s, like that. of a man ina lethargy, con, 
monly increafes with their difeafe, and generally tey_ 
Minates in the death of their liberty. aes 


Bur, preparations made in peace, and’an ability to 
Tefift invafion are, thirdly, the moft- effectual means to 
Prevent it. Their neighbours will efteem it madnefs 
and folly to expole themfelves to fach al formidable : 
tefiftance ; and a people thus prepared and aden 
‘ will 


- yifoned + 
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a 
will be an objeét, not only of veneration, but of fear. 
Marauders, tyrants who with to carry their defpotifia 
into foreign countries, or to fatten on their fpeils, will 
not choofe for their obje&ts thofe hardy and 4kilfial 
nations, who fland ready to defend themfelves and 
their country. Such men will look, as did the. tribe 
of Dan, for fome people who dwell quiet and fecure, 
without vigilance; without difcipline or the means of 
refiftance- Such a people court inyafion, they invite 
e attack, and beckon to thofe who delight in fpoil to 
2 come and take away their placesand nation.” Wary 
rudent commanders will confider long before 
ck a fortrefs ftronely fortified and well -gar- 
and they will count the coft before they in- 

ade 2 country whofe inhabitants are all trained to dif 
ve fines and “know how to ufe.the {word and. the 
a - But the weaknefs of a fortrefs, the ignorance 
+ fecurity of a people, mark them as proper fubjects 
to be attacked and conquered. 


and pr 
they atta 


QusPECTABILITY always: attends the vigilance 

q difcipline which Iam recommending. It is 4 

F of wifdom to look forward and prepare for futu- 

oe to guard again{ft any danger which may arife, and 
rity wide remedies for every difafter which may hap- 
to Pm Such conduct is a proof of a healthy and vig+ 
ate; it difcovers energy in council, ahd an 

grows well braced government. -This people will 


cat nigh in the eftimation of the world. Their al- 
frane = be courted, and this will give them new 


. Ww 2 2 
jiance F and new defences. The faying of our Lord, 


tha ts him that hath not thall be taken even that 
ae he feemeth to have.” THE 
wil 
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. Yue hiftory of mankind will furnith us with num- 
berlefs inftances wherein the truth of thefe obferva- 
tions has ‘been exemplified. . Scareely a page of thié 
hiftory can be opened which does not contain full con= 
vidtion of it. But we need not go from our own ace 
or our own times to find this conviétion. The people 


of America have proved it to'the world, and have- 


reaped the happy confequences of vigilance and difei- 
pline, ‘as well as of perfonal bravery. At the com- 
mencement of our late controverfy with one of the 
moft formidable nations upon earth, we had not the 
means (of defence which other nations enjoy. We 
were without ammunition, without money, and with2 
out allies 5: but we had an hardy yeomanry, zealous jz 
the caufe of liberty, and verfed from their 
the ufe of arms. Every man had been 
trained'and difciplined’; and we had a 
quaintanee with’ military {cience. We 
benefit of this preparation, when we ‘met 
tiled legions of Britain; and fpread.terroy through hon. 
commanded by their ableft Generals, Hihecnae 
of Charleftown witnefled the bravery of our ones 
and furnifhed a convincing evidence of the wifdom 2 
thofe inftitutions which made. the People of raed 
England foldiers from their cradle. Superior as Wer, 
our foes in equipments, ‘in all the pomp and circums 
flance of war,” yet {till they paid fo dearly for their 
victory-as that the. acquifition of one: or two more 
fuch viétories would have ruined them, 


infancy jn 


“And how deplorable would have been’ our fitua- 
tion, had’ we not been thus inftruéted and prepared 
for'defénce ! Attacked by an enemy who claimed a 
right-to *¢ bind us in all cafes whatfoever,” and whofe 
high toned {pirits were exafperated at the idea of re- 

fiftance, 
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si have given way to.their unhallowed lufts, and, 
Sutegarded the laws of Gop and man to oratify their 
Stavings 7) Alas: what founds thig which pierces 
my heart ?: This the: thrieks of a tender wife; wrefted’ 
from the arms of a beloved hufband, to gratify theap- 
itis of'a lordly mafter {But whence are, thofe foft 
pests thofe deep drawn fighs? They are-the 
dfthe gan ae injured Innocence, of violated virtue, 
force Bee vf "gin, who has fallen a victim.to brutal 
to a fcene fil hy does buiy imagination tranfport me 
to tl ull ‘more Painful 2 Why does it hurry me 

2 Me field of blood, the place of execution for the 
pica: of American liberty > Whom does it there call 
me to fee led ito the {caffld with the dignity of Cato, 
the fortitude of Brutus, and the gentlenels ‘of Cicero 
ae deeply or his countenance ? Tt is the gallant 
ee Grow, deferted by his countrymen, and fac- 
tificed becaufe'he fought in their defence I—OF whom 
ati yonder group of heroes? It is an HANCOCK, 
an ADams one and the other, a FRANKLIN, @ Rut- 
LEDGE |“ but J reprefs the ‘burfting fentiment— 
the bare imagination bows my foul with unutterable 


grief | ; 
Cc” Vili . . THANKS 


ey 


bed 


. Tuawxs to the Gop of armies, ; sik 
lance and. bravery of our RoR a mee 
ing {cenes: were never realized | Pitedon : Seater 
independence have bleffed our land ; ana ee ls 
tion ‘whom we oppofed, laying afide the bj Soa 
civil contention, has extended to usa fr} itternels of 
and! now deélares herfelf happy in our ues hand, 
currence to paft fcenes fhould not tte : aes 
refentment ;- it fhould only animate us cee ous 
lance, the bravery, and the aétiye prewar oe Ne 
proved, under Gop, the means of our aelveras wee 
= cratic: 
J procerp toremark, fourthly, onthe na é 

government tothe exiftence and ee ae of 
: ‘people. 


. One reafon affigned for the eafy congy ft ra 
is, ¢that there was no magiftrate in Hee of Laiflt 
might put them to fhame in any thing, and, who 
punifh them for doing wrong, or Tee who could: 
afhamed of his want of virtue or patriotif © any man 
people mutt fall an eafy prey to an invade 2 i. Such a 
out government no people can remain in te for with- 
can any nation be defended from its Ak shea, nor 


By reitraining vice, the magiftrate i 

from contraéting habits of Sfemistar wage s pagers 
them from weaknefs-of mind, and excites t eau 
hardihood and patriotifm.-. The great and nob), ee 
ciples of love to our country, of factificine Se ine 
tereft to public happinefs, of guarding the ri ht = 
pofterity, and difleminating univerfal felicity eae, 
(abfift ina mind narrowed and depraved by cael 
indulgence. Vice makes cowards of mankind. It 
contraéts and ftifles the nobleft principles Of human 
aétion, and renders men abje& in their fentiments and 
gondudt.. As far as vice is difcountenanced, as far as 

men 


OF” Wei 
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men are made afhamed of doing’ bafe and: unworthy 
a@ions,—fo far general fecurity 1s increafed, and the 
aggregate of national {trength is enlarged: 


Tue defign of good government is to form a focus 
erin a commu= 


to which all the diverging rays of pow 
nity may be collected, and which may enable a people 
to bring the force of the whole to one point,’ This, 
accumulated: power proteéts every individual in his 
tights; it guards the weak from the violence of the 

Tong, and the few frem the oppreflion of the many- 
The fame power is competent to defend the whole 
from invafion or other injury: Nothing an be done’ 


nt way. of defence where there is 70 ernment 
Oney cannot be raifed. Men cannot be a 
fued. 


ed—nor can any great object be feadily BM 
seen * people withoue government are invaded, ev- 
oe = will propofé and purfue his ow? mode of de- 
Gat mR thoufand different {chemes will be. thrown 

d he people will be diftraéted in their views 5 
and before this diftraGtion can be harpned: a final con- 
fe ae may fave them the trouble of defending them- 
left for the future. A nation rent with divifions, 
deftitute of law, of (abordination and rulers, prefents 2 
Lape object for an attack, becaufe it promifes an eafy 
if not a valuable conquefe The very people them- 


felves who hav itated b different feenes, who 
ho have been ag! y who find their 


have no reft for the foles of their feet, 
lives, their liberties and eftates afloat, and expofed to 
the lawlefs violence of any who niay be pleafed to {eize 
them,—this people themfelves will joi an mvading 
army, and prefer any fecurity, any protection to none 
angele ww ithout government, indeed, without law 
and order, there is no liberty, no fecurity, No’ peace 
nor profperity- Men ought to guard’ their rights ; 
they 


fs 
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they ought to refift arbitrary power of every kind ; 
they ought to eftablifh a free government ;—but no ® 
people can be fafe, no nation can be happy where 
“every man does what is right in his own eyes,” and 
the people are driven about by the whirlwind of their 


Tar reafons againit indulging to fecurity, and neg- 
T obferve once more, op- 
{ a people whofe diftant 
receiving affiftance from their 
paffions. ~ rer , 
Ir, “again, a government is free and jut, they will 
be: cheerfully {upportéd by the people in defending 
their country... Wars too often arife from the amb). at quiet and fecy : 
tion or other paffions of princes andigreat men, and ; edge of the -fwor d burnt the city with fire, and 
the juftice of them may be properly doubted. Where } * there was no delt be 
an intereft exifts in the government {eparate from that if. a peopled we Hi 
of the people, the latter will always feel a jealoufy, and help themielves, r 
will not be ready to give them effectual fupport. But 
whete “ our rulers are fromi among ourfelves, and our 
governors proceed from the midft of us ;” where every 
man, elevated as his {tation may be, returns at ftated 
periods to the mafs of the people ; where our rulers 
cannot injure us without hurting themfelvés,—wwe 
may cheerfully acquiefce in their calls to defend our- 
felves, and may be fure that they will not wantonly 
engage in a war, which expofes them as well as us to 
heavy expenfe and grievous misfortune. The con{cj- 
entious foldier, who will not fupport a war which he 
does not believe to be lawful, may here feel his mind 
perfectly at eafe, and» may difcover his {kill and his 
fortitude in defending his injured country, or fupport- 
ing its juft claims. Happy people, who: are bleffed 
with fuch a government !_Efappy land, fhadowed all _ 
around with the tree of liberty, and) yet ftrengthened 
and united by a firm and vigorous government ! No 
wonder, that thou art envied by other nations, who are 


conftant {late of defence ; to cultivate military fill 
and difcipline among the inhabitants ; to be pr ovided 
with all the means of defence ; to keep a vigilant eye 
upon the ftate of all nations, fo that they may nae be 
farprifed on a fudden; and to put all them ees 2 
into fuch a condition, as that they pees 208 iy 
check a fudden attack, and give {© for pa ieee ‘4 
the natural bulwarks of the State, f° gimp an 
fift their daring invaders. ; y 
- Tur patt difcourfe, you mutt be fenfible, hath had 
a refpect to the fituation of this country, and the duty 
P 1 We, my fellow citizens, dwell in a ci 
Ofsthis f ae the world, far. removed fromeany. allies, 


rt 4 5 be 
ee ee jjttle interefted in the. politics of Europe. 
and v f 


Sther crufhed. by arbitrary power, , or diftrefled. by This circumftance fhould-not only Operate to excite 
confufion and anarchy!» 27 eb ; : -o pay # clofe attention to the flate of our militia, 
Pe di ee Tue us (0 P and 
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ought to.pay a flri& attention to th 
litia, and the other means of defence. 


ite of our Mi- 
Americans will | 


GO AE ve and: deter- 
mined ; and when ai “ualees 
them; or threatened to | 
“ike a bear robbed of 
miine to conquer or d 


and will’ deter- 


lofty may be fatal’ 
: ne direGion of judg- 
~Thefe ‘are nécefta 


Sf 
Burt this very ardor and impet: 
to them, unlefs they are unde 

ment and difcipline. 
their effervefcences, and lead their efforts 
as may be moft beneficial. Our militia then thould 
be difciplined. . Our young men fhould'be early” 
ftructed in the art of war, and every one fhould h 
himfelf in readine&S to “ play the man for his 
and the cities of his Gop.” Let us havé our fortrefies 
in good repair, and be ready at all points to‘refift an’ 
invafion ; and this is the moft likely metho 


Your inflitution, Gentlemen of the Ancient-and — 
Honorable Artillery Company, is defined to anfwer 
this important purpofe, and is a ftriking proof of the 
wifdom and forefight of our anceftors. . Venerable 
men! My heart warms when I view the {chools, the 
colleges, the churches which they founded ; and when 
I fee this Company affembled, fo admirably. adapted. 
“upon all our glory to create a defence.” Methinks 
T fee them lookine: down from the feats of blB, f 
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‘4 if 


5 favourite inftitution A 
ating themfelve hee 
1 fi etal. nd cd 


% ae 


unlef it i 
barriers o: 


ot CouNTENANG 
himfelf formerly Jed a corps i 
One encouraged by the: g60d w and 
plaudits of your fellow citizens, you are becoming 
every year more ufefal-and’ refpectable: Tie choice 
which you have made of men to command you, who 
~ have known not’ onl 7 the sara le, but, the reality of 
war, and have bravel} ‘defended the liberties of Amer- 
ica, has done you and Your contty honor, Mon of 
‘the firtt abilities have been heretofore the objets of 
-your ehoice s and Thope that the eleGtions of this day 
Guill prove that you are {kill governed by the fame wit: 
& have hereto. 
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dom ad prodenee, which in this refpe 
fore matked your condudy 
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Keeani is crimfoned, dee ly crim- 
foned, w' ftian blood. Humanity theds 
over the folly of her fons, but faith lifts her k 
humble eye ftom earth to heaven, and anticipates the 
good which fhall come out of this evil: She expects 
the fulfilment of thofe p: ious p smifes which {peak 
of the future peace and hap’ ; and teaches 
us to exclaim, “a e of nature and thé 
cruth of worlds,’ 


to ben sae a to brave 
eee am, that ee would 
mm you : emy, 
felves to be defea 


i AG on, eam) and profper 
for war. — Cultivate in’ your own 
spon your children; an ardent 10) 
dous liberty. “And while you d pe Vi y to 
fociety, forget not the Being who has made you hat 
you are, at whofe tribunal you muft all ftand; and - 
whofe “ fayour is better than life.” . If youfubmit to 
‘his Gofpel, and are governed. in heart and in life by its 
precepts, you fhall be made “ more than conquerors; 
your. brows ; thal be adorned with unfading ae and 
your ‘triumphs. fhall be complete land eternal: by ati 


“OWE live, my brethren of. ie “affembly, ; in aday 
“when grand and | important {cenes are acting | upon. t the : 
theatre oF | 1 W Wi > hay feen “ kings. ded in 
‘chains, ‘and bh su) We. have feen 
the towers of défpotifm, erected it in d dark a ages, and fa- 
cred to the ufes of tyfanny an 1 oppreffion, tumbling tp 
the ground, and razed. to th + foundations. oy 
of wars and rumours of wars.” ankind ‘ 


everett ete Brother is purfuing brother 
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